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the word about the dangers of consuming al-
cohol during pregnancy.

It's obvious that we have not yet found an
effective way to prevent women from consum-
ing alcohol during pregnancy. In fact, recent
studies have shown that the number of those
born with fetal alcohol syndrome is actually on
the rise. We have been given a challenge to
our Nation’s public health and we have so far
failed to meet it.

As we begin to earnestly debate how to re-
form our health care system, it only makes
sense that we work to eliminate health care
problems in our country that can be com-
pletely prevented.

We must face these challenges and meet
them head on. Eliminating these completely
preventable problems will not only go a long
ways toward improving our health care sys-
tem, but also the lives of our people.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to in-
troduce the Federal MacBride Principles bill. |
am pleased once again to be joined by my
distinguished colleague and Ad Hoc Commit-
tee for Irish Affairs co-chair, Mr. MANTON of
New York, as an original cosponsor of this im-
portant bipartisan antidiscrimination measure
dealing with employment practices in Northern
Ireland.

Fair employment for Catholics in Northern
Ireland is an issue that has for many years
concerned me, as well as millions of Irish here
in America, and all around the globe.

| was very pleased in the 104th Congress to
not only hold congressional hearings on this
subject matter, but to also lead the effort for
the first ever congressional passage of the
MacBride Fair Employment Principles as part
of our United States taxpayer contribution to
the International Fund for Ireland [IFI].

This bill, which we introduce today, incor-
porates all of the minor changes we made in
the MacBride Principles, i.e., principles of eco-
nomic justice as defined and passed by the
last Congress as part of the U.S. contribution
to the IFI in the foreign aid bill | referenced
earlier. The MacBride Principles have not
been changed in any substantive way.

We must treat equally those who would re-
ceive any United States foreign assistance,
the very same as we do United States em-
ployers doing business in Northern Ireland.
The changes made in the Federal MacBride
bill 1 am introducing today governing these
United States employers doing business there,
will also serve to make our approach to both
recipients of foreign aid and United States em-
ployers doing business in Northern Ireland, to-
tally consistent, and identical, as well.

Our bill would prohibit all United States
companies in Northern Ireland from exporting
their products back to the United States, un-
less they are in compliance with these simply
straightforward MacBride Principles intended
to deal with, and help promote economic jus-
tice in the north of Ireland. These principles
serve as a set of guidelines for fair employ-
ment by establishing a code of corporate con-
duct, which explicitly does not require quotas,
or any form of reverse discrimination.
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The MacBride Principles campaign has
been the most effective and meaningful effort
by Irish America, and their many allies around
the world, against the systemic and longstand-
ing anti-Catholic discrimination in employment
practices in Northern Ireland. | have been
pleased to work with the Irish National Cau-
cus, and AOH, and other outstanding Irish-
American groups, and the American labor
movement, in this very important cause.

The MacBride effort has played a vital role
in keeping the issue of anti-Catholic discrimi-
nation in Northern Ireland visible and in the
public eye, including as part of any United
States foreign assistance to Northern Ireland.
The initial campaign was instrumental in bring-
ing about the British Government's Fair Em-
ployment Act of 1989.

Much more still needs to be done to ad-
dress a serious and continuing problem in
Northern Ireland, where Catholics are still
twice as likely to be unemployed as that of
their Protestant counterparts. This is unfair
and must change if lasting peace and justice
are ever to take hold in Northern Ireland.

The bill we are introducing today will help
bring about much needed additional change,
at least as to employment practices of the
many United States firms doing business in
the north of Ireland today.

The MacBride Principles have the support of
many in the Irish Government, the European
Parliament, and both major political parties
here in the United States we are also pleased
to see this same support for MacBride in-
cluded for the first time ever in both major po-
litical party platforms this past presidential
election year here in the United States.

Mr. Clinton as a candidate pledged during
the 1992 Presidential campaign that he would
support the MacBride Principles. However,
during the 104th Congress he forgot that
pledge while his administration fought from the
outset my efforts at inclusion of the MacBride
Principles are part of the U.S. contribution to
the IFI in the foreign aid bill.

The President says he continues to support
the MacBride Principles. These principles
have been passed into law in 16 States, in-
cluding our own State of New York. Many
American cities and towns have also passed
laws or resolutions on the principles. Indeed,
the U.S. Congress allowed the principles to
become law for the District of Columbia on
March 16, 1993; and we passed them last
year as part of the foreign aid authorization
bill, but regret some we were not able to over-
come the President's veto of this bill, and
make them law.

The President after his veto of the foreign
aid bill during the 104th Congress, ordered his
U.S. Agency for International Development
Administrator Brian Atwood, and our U.S. ob-
server to to the IFI to work to ensure that the
IFI complied as least as to the U.S. contribu-
tion, with our provisions included as part of the
foreign aid bill (H.R. 1561). His move rep-
resented some progress, but we must do
more, and codify these principles into law. We
would welcome the President's support for
these efforts.

We must be all we can to help address and
bring focus to hear on the twin problems of
unemployment and discrimination, especially
in the Catholic community in Northern Ireland.
The U.S. can help pay a important role in the
chances for lasting peace and justice in North-
ern Ireland by working to ensure that Northern
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Ireland had shared economic development
and provides for economic justice among both
traditions.

Only then can peace and justice take firm
and lasting hold in Northern Ireland. The
Macbride Principles provide a vital tool to help
ensure that the United States neither accepts
nor in any way helps maintain the totally unac-
ceptable status quo of twice the level of
Catholic unemployment as that of the other
tradition which still exists in Northern Ireland
today.

Accordingly, | urge all my colleagues con-
cerned about lasting peace and justice in
Northern Ireland to support this bill we are in-
troducing today.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing a new bill that will amend the inde-
pendent counsel law to reform many of the
current law’s clear blemishes.

Although this bill is not intended to embar-
rass or target the Whitewater independent
counsel Ken Starr, the need for serious revi-
sions to the independent counsel law has be-
come clear to me after observing the abuses
taking place in the Whitewater case. Whatever
your view of Whitewater, you may be sur-
prised to learn that the investigation of
Whitewater has already cost more money and
involved more FBI agents than the investiga-
tion of the World Trade Center bombing.

No matter how serious you think Whitewater
may be, there is absolutely no comparison be-
tween a land deal that occurred over 17 years
ago and a terrorist conspiracy to blow up a
major American landmark and office building,
killing many people, injuring scores of others,
reeking havoc and mayhem on the entire city
of New York, and causing millions of dollars in
damages.

The office of the independent counsel has
run amok. It is time that we stopped allowing
independent counsels to run off on their own
with no accountability to run up bills running
into the millions of dollars with little to no ben-
efit for the American people.

The prosecution of Whitewater has also
brought up many ethical matters—beginning
with the initial appointment process. My bill will
require all ex parte communications relating to
the appointment of an independent counsel by
the judges who appoint the counsel to be me-
morialized.

The appointment of Ken Star has also
flagged several other ethical issues that
should be considered before the appointment
of any future counsels.

Are lawyers who have previously rep-
resented people with interests adverse to the
target of the investigation truly able to be inde-
pendent? Ken Starr represented Paula Jones,
the woman who is suing the President for sex-
ual harassment, and the Bradley Foundation,
a conservative organization known for its vitri-
olic coverage of Whitewater. Such prior rep-
resentation raises, to my mind, at the very
least, the appearance of a conflict.

In addition, while pursuing the Whitewater
matter, Judge Starr has remained affiliated
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